
The Newest Odd Couple:  

 
Property Developers & 

Urban Farmers 
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It's an unexpected 

romance that's 

blossoming in 

surprising ways 



California developer Core Companies’ plan for a 

mixed-income community, featuring a 1.5-acre, 

“agrihood” urban agriculture space. 



create a  
sustainable food 

system for the 

entire 

community. 

‘Agrihoods’ – The New Neighbourhoods 
 
Instead of being built around a pool or tennis court, 

these housing developments are centered around a 

farm, often using the sweat-equity of residents to 



“Developers like 

agrihoods because 

they can be less 

expensive to build, 

and a farm is a 

feature that sets the 

community apart”. 

 
“Developers are 

seeing that a farm or 

a garden may be a 

better amenity than a 

golf course –  

everyone eats  

and food is  

a unifier” 

 















“One of the great ironies of modern urban life is 

the underlying disconnect that exists amongst us 

despite living and functioning within such dense 

and close proximities”. 

 

“There’s a harkening back to the way we used to 

live, or how neighbourhoods used to be.”  

 

“We’ve forgotten how to have community.”  

 

“People are looking to be reconnected with 

themselves, each other  and with nature.” 

 

 

 





Imagine if we grew 

food instead of 

grass.  

 

Every community 

is a local food 

economy waiting to 

come to life.  

The answer to 

climate change, the 

health crisis, and 

the recession 

economy is right 

outside our  

doors.  



Environmentally 

conscious construction 

is old news, but building-

integrated food 

production is new. 

 

Property developers are 

looking to small local 

growers to augment their 

plans.  

 

At the same time, food 

activists are beginning 

to recognize how even 

luxury builders can 

advance their cause. 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

























Market 

Report 







In poor communities in Cape Town 80% of 

households are moderately or severely food 

insecure. 

 

 >1 million Capetonians 

 

 Source: African Food 

Security Urban Network 

(AFSUN), City of Cape 

Town 





Ron Finley, South Central, LA 

His message that edible gardens are the antidote to 

inner-city health issues, poverty and gang violence          

 

 “If you ain’t a gardener, you ain’t gangsta.” 










