
 
 
We are finally nearing the end of what has been an arduous year but, as 2021 nears, with it come 
hope and perhaps a return to some form of normalcy. 
 
Some of the initiatives our industry was hoping to row in 2020 have been stalled but, hopefully, we 
will start to see some fruit appearing in 2021.  
 
With next year being a local authority election year, we no doubt expect substantial political rhetoric 
on the importance of the development and construction sectors. Returning from what has been a 
catastrophic year for fixed capital investment, the industry will surely interrogate the status quo and 
seek local authority government that can improve development conditions. We expect the following 
questions to feature strongly: 
 

 So, what has the particular local governing party really done to streamline investment and 
development?   

 To what extent is development held back due to lack of bulk infrastructure?  

 Does it take longer now to process land use or building plan applications than five years ago?  

 Has the particular local authority supported building owners with rates and taxes holidays at a 
time when tenants could not pay rent due to lock down?”  

 
Efficient service delivery is arguably the biggest contribution that local authorities can make to 
support job creation. The inverse is also true: an increase in bureaucratic red tape and lack of 
urgency increases risk and undermines investment and job creation.  
 
We wait with bated breath to see the election results in 2021, and to see which local authorities get 
a vote of confidence and which do not. 
 
In the meanwhile, we continue to shake the branches, and most recently we have the South African 
Geomatics Institute (SAGI) to thank for this. Frustrated at how government is not doing enough to 
fast track development, this week we received the results of a survey conducted by SAGI to ascertain 
the levels of inertia its own industry members have been experiencing with the national Department 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, particularly around the subdivision of agricultural land (Act 
70/70). 
 
The 46 responses received deal with just 170 current applications of which a staggering 61% have 
been in the system for longer than six months (for information, 160 new applications are submitted 
to the department each month), and represent a development value of R10.7 billion. This survey 
delivers yet another significant snapshot of what our industry is up against – this at a time when 
President Ramaphosa is calling on the private sector to help put the economy back together.  
 



A press release issued by the WCPDF in regards to the survey can be accessed here, and the results 
of the survey itself seen here. Peter Newmarch, SAGI’s President, has informed us the next step will 
be to bring these results to the attention of both the national department and the President’s office. 
We will keep our ears to the ground on this one, and thank SAGI for sharing the results with us.  
 
We have also yet to hear what Premier Alan Winde’s Economic War Room will yield. Established 
over a year ago, we are still awaiting feedback but we know that the task team behind this resumed 
meetings some months ago. Hopefully there will be some feedback on this early in the new year. 
However, we also know that a number of companies and organisations that asked to be interviewed 
are still waiting to hear from the team, and if you are among these please send an email to 
kim@wcpdf.org.za. We will then follow up with the Wesgro representative that sits on our own 
Management Committee, and who is also part of that task team. 
 
This year also saw the WCPDF pivot, at least in some way, to deal with the issues that would have 
been dealt with at our annual, physical conference in May. We went online to do this, running our 
“In Conversation” series of webinars, and we would like to thank the members of our conference 
sub committee for the work done on these, as well as all the keynote speakers, facilitators, panellists 
and delegates that took part. We have had a number of requests and suggestions come in for future 
webinars, and we will certainly look at a continuation of the series in the second half of 2021 – 
hopefully as a complement to a physical conference. We will be meeting early in 2021 to determine 
how (in what format – physical or online) and when this will occur. 
 
While our office will be taking a break along with the same period as the annual builders holidays 
(around which there has been some confusion – please see below to clarify), we can assure our 
members that we’ll be back in full force in the new year and will continue to represent our industry 
at all tiers of government. 
 
From my seat in the WCPDF chair, I would like to thank all our members for the much valued, 
continued support of each and every one of you. I also need to give a huge thanks to the members 
of our Management Committee who volunteer their time so willingly to lead us. And last but never 
least, thanks to our administrative team of Kim Kilpatrick and Geneveve Walker for the work put in 
behind the scenes to keep our organisation going. 
 
May you all have a good year-end break, away from the stresses of 2020, so that together we can 
face 2021 with wind in our sails − rather than, for a change, the headwinds we’ve battled over the 
past few years! 
 
Kind regards and best wishes for the year end 
 
Deon van Zyl 
Chairperson 
 
 
DATE CONFIRMED FOR ANNUAL BUILDERS’ HOLIDAYS 
 
There was some confusion recently as to the dates of this year’s builders’ holidays, following a 
recommendation by the Construction Covid-19 Rapid Response Task Team (CC19RRTT) that a 
shutdown take place from Thursday 24 December 2020 to Monday 4 January 2021. 
 
However, a notification issued by Allen Bodill, Executive Director of the Master Builders and Allied 
Trades’ Association Western Cape, has confirmed that the official shutdown dates for the province 
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remain 11 December 2020 to 11 January 2021. These are as they were issued back in July by the 
Building Industry Bargaining Council, (BIBC) Cape of Good Hope. 
 
Of importance to note, according to Bodill, is that individual employers still have the right to apply 
for an exemption to the BIBC, in order to adjust shutdown dates to meet individual needs, following 
consultation with their respective employees. The relevant document to be completed in this 
instance can be found here. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITTING OVER THE FESTIVE SEASON 
 
The Western Cape Government’s Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning  
(DEA&DP) has issued a circular regarding  environmental permitting over the festive season. 
 
This pertains to the protocol for the administration of Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA), 
Atmospheric Emission Licences (AEL), Waste Management Licences (WML) and National 
Environmental Management Act (NEMA) Section 24G applications. 
 
For full details, please see the circular here. 
 
 
CITY OF CAPE TOWN LAUNCHES UPDATED HERITAGE BOOKLET 
 
The City’s Environmental Management Department has updated its Heritage booklet, in order to 
provide the public with detailed information about the heritage resources that the City protects and 
manages. This is as imposed on all local authorities in terms of the National Heritage Act.  
 
The booklet serves as a general guide on the protection and management of valuable heritage 
resources, and is the first in a series of updates. 
 
To read more about the update, see here and to download the booklet, see here. 
 
 
UPDATE ON THE CITY OF CAPE TOWN DISTRICT SIX LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
We’ve posted regularly about this process, and once again remind all interested parties to liaise 
directly with the City of Cape Town in order to attend discussions and be kept up to date. Click here 
for more information in this regard. 
 
However, for those who would like to know more in general around the local spatial development 
framework (or local neighbourhood plan) for District Six as it progresses, the results of the third 
workshop recently held, can be accessed here.  
 
In particular, this document incorporates an introduction to the previous development framework 
(as at March 2012) which noted the land scheduled for redevelopment as well as the constraints for 
the redevelopment. In turn, it also outlines the structuring principles; the vision, design and 
development principles; density; transportation in and around the area; urban form strategy; 
planning procedures and implementation; and the programme and its parametres.  
 
Finally, it calls on interested parties to deliver comments on the previous framework in terms of: 1) 
does it cover all concerns and issues? 2) Is the vision still relevant? 3) Which proposals should be 
updated? 4) Are there any new proposals? 
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The details of where to source further information, or to comment, are contained in the document 
mentioned above regarding the results of the third workshop. 
 
(Include DEA&DP circular on statuary dates please – forwarded earlier today) 
 
 
 


